MATERIAL AND METHODS
In this study, the kidneys of five adult Tuj sheep, regardless of their sex, were used. The originally described corrosion cast method (Tompset, 1970; Nerantsiz et al., 1978; Sindel et al., 1990 ) was applied to the materials. Animals were anesthetized with xylazin hydrochloride (Rompun, Bayer; Istanbul, Turkey) and ketamin hydrochloride (Ketalar, Parke-Davis; Istanbul, Turkey). The abdominal aorta was bled by opening the abdomen under deep anesthesia. Heparin (5 000 IU/ml) was also injected intravenously to prevent coagulation. The vessels were washed with 0.9% saline. The kidneys were obtained along with the renal arteries, followed by the injection of the takilon prepared in 20% powder monomethyl-methacrylate and 80% liquid polymethyl-methacrylate. They were kept at room temperature for 24 hours for polymerization. Finally, they were corrosion casted in 30% KOH at 60°C for 24-48 hours, washed with tap water, and photographed. The Nomina Anatomica Veterinaria (1992) was used for the terminology. The renal arteries observed in this study originated from each side of the abdominal aorta, in relation with the literature (Nickel et al., 1981; Jain and Singh, 1987) . On the other hand, Ghoshal (1975) determined their origins to be from the ventral surface of the aorta. According to Aslan and Nazli (2001) and Jain and Singh (1987) , the renal arteries divide into the dorsal and ventral branches. Observations in the present study support these findings. Although Aslan and Nazli (2001) showed in the goat and Morkaraman sheep that origins of the dorsal and ventral branches were approximately 2.44 cm and 2.35 cm far from the hilus, respectively, this investigation documented that distance to be 1-1.7 cm. The number of interlobar arteries emanated from the dorsal and ventral branches in the Morkaraman sheep was approximately 4.95 and 4.55, respectively (Aslan and Nazli, 2001 ). This study, though, found those to be 4.33 and 4, respectively.
To date, the finding in one right kidney, a third branch arising from the junction of the dorsal and ventral branches and supplying the dorsal surface of the kidney, was not mentioned in the literature. In one left kidney of this study, moreover, an interlobar artery arose from the dorsal branch nourishing the ventral surface of the caudal extremity, and the interlobar artery of the ventral branch normally supplying the ventral surface of the caudal extremity was absent. This was in parallel with the literature (Aslan and Nazli, 2001 ) which mentioned that the dorsal branch gave off two interlobar arteries for the ventral surface and the ventral branch sent one interlobar artery for the dorsal surface in one goat and one Morkaraman sheep. Our study displayed no interlobar artery of the ventral branch going to the dorsal surface, though. Although Aslan and Nazli (2001) mentioned an anastomosis between the dorsal and ventral branches in one sheep and two interlobar arteries originating directly from the renal artery in two sheep, this study indicated no such occurrence similar to those findings. 
CONCLUSION
Pa�ern of the renal arteries of Tuj sheep resembled that reported in the literature even though there present some essential variations. There were, at first, no anastomoses between the renal arteries and their branches. Secondly, a third branch originated from the junction of the dorsal and ventral branches in one right kidney. Finally, a dorsal branch gave rise to an interlobar artery nourishing the ventral surface of one le� kidney, and an interlobar artery did not originate from the ventral branch at this part.
